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OAKLAND CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER 
    

SPRING TREE SALE 
SATURDAY, APRIL 29 -- LIMITED SUPPLY – ORDER EARLY 

DON’T WAIT UNTIL SPRING TO PLAN YOUR BACKYARD HABITAT! 

Beginning January 19, we are once again offering a Backyard Habitat Certification 

Program. Whether you have 10 square feet or 10 acres, you can create a wildlife 

habitat providing shelter and nutrition for your furry and feathered friends, insects 

and amphibians too. Our six week, all-inclusive class is designed specifically for you to 

create a personalized habitat. The $75 course fee includes all materials. Upon 

completion, you will be awarded a yard sign showing your commitment to the 

environment and declaring your habitat certified. Classes run Thursday from 7-8:00 

p.m. at the Waterford Oaks administration offices, courtesy of Oakland County Parks 

& Recreation.  

 

Download the full brochure here  Backyard Habitat Certification or visit our website. 

To register now, call 248-922-7822 or email OaklandConservation@gmail.com. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED MARCH – APRIL – MAY  

The Oakland Conservation District has several spring activities coming; we need 

enthusiastic individuals to help us: 

1) Prep and distribute trees for the Annual Spring Tree Sale. Seeking 30+ volunteers.  

2) Develop a Backyard Wildlife Conservation program that will teach landowners 

how they can provide habitat for various wildlife species in their own backyard.  

3) Throughout the year, we have various tasks that are perfect for people who care 

about soil and water conservation. Sign up on our website or call 248-922-7822. 

 

Our Mission 
The Oakland Conservation District is dedicated to promoting sound environmental stewardship in Oakland County by providing 

residents with reliable information and technical assistance regarding the management and use of our natural resources.  

JAN 19 
JAN 26 
FEB  2 
FEB  9 
FEB 16 
FEB 23 

SOIL IDENTIFICATION 
POLLINATOR HABITAT 
FEATHER, FUR, AMPHIBIAN & REPTILES 
MANAGING INVASIVE PLANTS 
HABITAT LANDSCAPE PLANNING 
HABITAT CERTIFICATION 

 2017 
SEMINARS — EVENTS 

PROGRAMS 
 

BACKYARD HABITAT COURSE 
Six tailored workshops prepare you to 

create your own wildlife habitat. Only 

$75—materials included. Classes begin 

Thursday, Jan 19. Register before time 

runs out! 

 

ANNUAL MEETING MARCH 22  
HART Center, Davisburg. Public 

welcome. Contact the office for more 

details: 248-922-7822 

 

OAKLAND COUNTY FARMERS MARKET 

Stop by our booth the 2nd Saturday of 

each month May—October. 

Conservation info for everyone—

agricultural, rural, suburban, water, soil, 

invasive species, trees and more! 

 

January 2017 



PARTNERS  

NORTH OAKLAND HEADWATERS LAND CONSERVANCY 

North Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy (NOHLC) is a private, non-profit, community supported, citizen run organization with 

45 years of experience in preserving open space in northwest Oakland County and nearby communities.  Over 1500 acres have been 

preserved in six townships and two counties, with parcels ranging from ½ acre to over 250 acres.  The conservancy’s mission is to 

preserve land and water for future generations.  On a day to day basis, it tackles invasive species, creates trails, re-vegetates vacant 

land, and promotes plant and animal diversity. In Spring and Fall, it holds a native plant sale.  NOHLC is pleased to share office space 

with the Oakland Conservation District as the two organizations have similar purposes.  More information can be found 

at www.nohlc.org or by calling the office at 248-795-2808. 

OAKLAND COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION 

With 13 parks, Oakland County Parks and Recreation offers green spaces and fun places. Serving 

you since 1966, the parks system offers 65 miles of trails, 14 playgrounds, two nature centers, a 

Farmers Market, two waterparks, three dog parks, two campgrounds, five golf courses and so much 

more. 

 We invite you to take a hike or skate, bike or ride a horse. More than 65 miles of paved and natural trails at nine parks offer an easy 

stroll or challenging trails. Many parks offer boardwalks as part of the trail system offering spectacular views. For winter fun and 

exercise, cross-country ski or snowshoe at several parks and ride fat tire mountain bikes at Addison Oaks County Park. 

 Oakland County Parks and Recreation supports the Oak Routes County Trail Vision. The emerging connections of trails, pathways, 

and blue ways traverses much of the 910 square miles of the county, connecting neighborhoods to parks, schools, commercial 

districts and town centers. Trails engage people where they live, work and play.  

EXPLORING MAEAP VERIFICATION – ARE YOU READY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) is an innovative, proactive program that helps farms of all 

sizes and all commodities voluntarily prevent or minimize agricultural pollution risks. MAEAP was developed by a coalition of 

agriculture farmers, commodity groups, state and federal agencies, and conservation and environmental groups. 

MAEAP is a confidential and non-regulatory way to teach farmers how to prevent environmental 

risks, and work to comply with state and federal environmental regulations.  Farmers who 

successfully complete the three phases of a MAEAP system are rewarded by becoming verified*.  

FIVE SYSTEMS – THREE PHASES 

Michigan is the second most agriculturally diverse state, which is why MAEAP offers various 

“systems”.  Each system focuses on a different aspect of an individual’s farming operation 

including; farmstead, cropping, livestock, greenhouse, forest/wetland/habitat and safe food.  Farmers can become verified in one or 

all systems, depending on what is applicable to their farm. Verification requires the completion of all three phases.   

 Phase 1 – Education involves farmer attendance at a qualified MAEAP educational session. 

 Phase 2 – On-farm risk assessment focuses on evaluating risks and developing farm-specific, economically viable solutions. 

 Phase 3 – Third-party verification is completed by MDARD upon the farmer’s request. 
* The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development is the official MAEAP verifying agency. 



PROGRAMS 

USDA CONSERVATION FUNDS AVAILABLE TO MICHIGAN FARMERS 

Conservation financial assistance is available through the Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program administered by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Financial 

assistance is available for implementing designated conservation practices such as 

windbreaks, nutrient management plans, cover crops, forest management plans, crop residue 

and tillage management, animal waste storage facilities and many others. Applications are 

ranked and selected for funding on a competitive basis. Conservation activities receiving 

financial assistance must be part of an agricultural or forest operation’s conservation plan. 

A portion of USDA funding is targeted to state-level conservation priorities. These include funds for farmers seeking Michigan 

Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program verification, honey bee habitat, organic producers and producers transitioning to 

organic production and energy conservation. 

Producers should work with their local NRCS or conservation district staff to develop a conservation plan before applying for the 

program. Successful applicants enter a contract with NRCS to implement conservation activities and are reimbursed for a portion of 

the cost.  NRCS provides higher levels of financial assistance for beginning farmers and historically underserved producers. 

Applications are accepted on a continuous basis; potential applicants are encouraged to submit applications at any time. More 

information about conservation financial assistance is available at local NRCS offices and online at www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov. 

SPRING TREE SALE – WHY IT’S SO IMPORTANT 
Trees are good for your home and property.  Trees are good for your town, good for all life and good for the planet. Once the shade 

tree in your yard is about 20 feet tall it will begin reducing your annual energy bill by as much as 25%.  It reduces the temperature by 

as much as 10 degrees under the canopy.  It helps reduce noise pollution by 20 % and can be as much as 50%.  The shade tree attracts 

wildlife and transforms your house into a home. More, shade trees can increase the property value of a home.  It is said your home is 

the best investment you will ever make and trees are a large part of that investment.  A landscaped home with big, beautiful trees 

can increase property value by as much as 20%.  Trees provide privacy if planted along property lines.  Trees also provide beautiful fall 

colors and spring flowers.   



DEADLINE FOR ORDERS: FRIDAY, APRIL 7TH   

Order Soon! We receive only a  limited amount of each plant offered. Don’t 
miss out! Send in your completed order today. You can order online or by 
mail. We do accept PayPal for online orders. Scan the QR code below and 

be directly linked to our online order forms. 

TREE & SHRUB PICK UP DAY:  APRIL 29TH 
 Thank you for supporting the Oakland Conservation District! We look 
forward to seeing you on pick up day. Please remember that you, or your 
designee, must pick up your order on pick up day. We cannot deliver or hold 

plants. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29TH  

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

No Sales on April 29th – Pre – Order Pick Up Only 

Pick Up Location: 
Waterford Oaks Greenhouse 

1580 Scott Lake Road 
Waterford Mi 48328  

OAKLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 7150 Dixie Highway, Suite 2  

 Clarkston, Michigan 48346  

 

P: 248-922-7822 

E: OaklandConservation@gmail.com 

W: OaklandConservationDistrict.org 

 

 

  

 

Serving Oakland County for 50 Years 

Oakland Conservation District 

 7150 Dixie Highway, Suite 2  

 Clarkston, Michigan 48346  

 

P: 248-922-7822 

E: OaklandConservation@gmail.com 

W: OaklandConservationDistrict.org 

 



OAKLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
SPRING 2017 TREE SALE 

NO more bulk mailings Please provide your e-mail address 
 

 Soils 
Mesic = Medium 
not overly dry or 

wet 

Growth  
F = Fast 

M = Med 
S = Slow 

 
Size 

Per 
10 

Per 
25 

Per 
50 

Per 
100  

Number 
Ordered 

 
Cost 

EVERGREENS 
Blue Spruce mesic S-M 12-18” $14.10  $33.25 $63.70 $114.00    

Norway Spruce  mesic M-F 12-18” $14.10  $33.25 $63.70 $114.00    

Red Pine mesic - dry F 12-18” $5.95 $14.00 $26.80 $48.00    

White Pine   mesic - moist F 12-18” $7.40 $17.50 $33.50 $60.00    

White Spruce mesic - dry S 12-18” $11.85 $28.00 $53.60 $96.00    

Red Cedar mesic - moist M 12-18” $13.00 $30.65 $58.65 $105.00    

 

Soils 
Mesic = Medium 
not overly dry or 

wet 

Growth  
F = Fast 

M = Med 
S = Slow 

 
Size 

Per 
2 

Per 
5 

Per 
10 

Per 
25  

Number 
Ordered 

 
Cost 

HARDWOODS 
Quaking Aspen Dry-mesic M-F 12-24” $6.45 $12.60 $23.10 $52.70    

Black Walnut rich moist loams F 18-24” $7.40 $14.80 $27.20 $62.00    

Red Maple mesic F 12-18” $5.10 $9.45 $19.10 $39.55    

Sugar Maple mesic - moist S 18-24” $8.85 $18.15 $33.35 $75.95    

White Oak mesic S 12-18” $6.60 $12.95 $23.80 $54.25    

Pin Oak mesic           F 18-24” $9.10 $16.75 $31.75 $71.50    

Red Oak mesic-moist M 18-24” $6.45 $12.60 $23.10 $52.70    

Canoe Birch moist-wet M 18-24” $7.90 $15.90 $29.20 $66.65    

Whitespire Birch moist F 18-24” $7.90 $15.90 $29.20 $66.65    

Chinese Chestnut dry-mesic F 18-24” $8.85 $18.10 $33.30 $75.95    

American Mountain Ash Mesic S 12-24” $6.20 $12.00 $22.10 $50.35    

SMALL TREES / SHRUBS 

Highbush Cranberry mesic - moist M 12-18” $5.50 $10.40 $19.00 $43.40    

Red Osier Dogwood mesic - moist M 12-24” $3.35 $5.40 $9.85 $22.50    

Ninebark mesic - wet M 24-36” $6.20 $12.05 $22.10 $50.35    

Eastern Redbud mesic - moist M 18-24” $6.95 $13.70 $25.15 $57.35    

Downy Serviceberry mesic - wet M 18-24” $9.15 $16.50 $30.30 $69.00    

Fragrant Sumac dry M 24-36” $6.70 $13.35 $24.50 $55.80    

Common Lilac mesic M 18-24” $7.88 $15.90 $29.25 $66.65    

Nannyberry mesic          M 18-24” $8.00 $16.10 $29.60 $67.45    

Nanking Cherry mesic          M 12-18” $4.85 $8.90 $16.35 $40.80    

Forsythia mesic          F 24-36” $7.80 $15.55 $28.55 $65.10    

Butterfly Bush dry-moist          F 12-18” $6.95 $13.70 $25.15 $57.35    

GARDEN 

Asparagus Root Mary 
Washington 

Dry-mesic M      X $5.55 $10.20 $23.25    

Blue Crop Blueberry 8” mesic - moist M 8”     X 1 for 
$12.00 

5 for 
$55.00 

10 for 
$100 

   



OAKLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
SPRING 2017 TREE SALE 

NO more bulk mailings Please provide your e-mail address 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Customer Information (Please Print) 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Phone: 

Email: 

 
 Please provide your e-mail address. Conservation is our middle name and we will no longer 

send out bulk mailings.  It is unlawful for trees to be resold with roots attached: P.A. Of 1981 as 
amended.  

 

Our liability for plant material ceases when plants are picked up. 
  

 
 

Subtotal   
6% Sales Tax   

Total   
ORDERS DUE BY FRIDAY, APRIL 7, 2017 

Make Checks Payable To: 
 

Oakland Conservation District 
248-922-7822 

 
Mail your check and completed order form to: 

 
Oakland Conservation District 

7150 Dixie Highway Suite 2 
Clarkston, Mi. 48346 

 
OR  

 
Order by PayPal at: 

 
www.OaklandConservationDistrict.org 

Follow this link to order online via 
PayPal or to reprint the order form! 



OAKLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
SPRING 2017 TREE SALE 

NO more bulk mailings Please provide your e-mail address 
 

CONIFERS 

Blue Spruce Picea pungens:   Slow growing reaching 30-60 feet in height.  It grows on moist soils known for its 
hardiness and blue color.  Makes a good Christmas tree and good for landscaping.  Sun to partial shade. 

Norway Spruce Pinus abies:  Moderately fast growing tree that reaches 60-90 feet in height.  It prefers moist clay to loam 
soils and is shade tolerant.  Needles are dark and short.  Valued for landscaping, windbreaks and wildlife cover. 

Red Pine Pinus resinosa: Moderate to fast growing tree that is 50-80 feet tall at maturity.  It grows best in well drained sandy 
soils and full sun.  Dark green needles are 4-6” long in bundles in of two.  It is used for windbreaks, landscaping and timber. 

White Pine Pinus strobus: Michigan’s State tree!  Moderate to fast growing tree that can reach 80-100 feet tall.  It prefers rich, 
moist to well-drained soils and is shade tolerant.  Needles are soft and grow in bundles of 5.  Used for timer, wildlife, cover and 
windbreaks. 

White Spruce Picea glauca; Michigan’s native spruce. Slow growing, shade tolerant and can be 60-90 feet tall. Prefers well 
drained clay loam soils but tolerates heat, drought and high water.  Used for landscaping, windbreaks and wildlife cover.  

Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana:  Moderately fast growing tee reaching 40-50 feet in height.  It is a native and bears bluish 
cones (berries).  Excellent wildlife tree and excellent for windbreaks. 

 
HARDWOODS / DECIDUOUS TREES 

Quaking Aspen Populus tremuloides: Fast growing tree reaching 40-60 feet in height.  It will tolerate most soils, but 
prefers moist soils and likes full sun.  The broad flat leaves tremble or quake in the light breeze 

Black Walnut Juglans nigra: Reaches 60-80 feet in height and a trunk diameter of 2-3 feet.  This hardwood is shade tolerant.  
It grows best on moist sandy loams.  The nuts produced are a good food source for wildlife.  The timber is valued for furniture, 
veneer and gun stocks.  This tree does put allopathic chemicals into the soil which may prohibit some plants from growing. 

Red Maple Acer rubrum:  Fast growing and can reach 45-60 feet in height.  It will grow in poorly drained and well drained soils 
and is shade tolerant.  It is valued for its red buds, twigs and fall color.  This is a good tree for landscaping and for wildlife. 

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum:  Slow to medium growing tree that reaches 80-100 feet tall.  Grows well on moist soils and is 
moderately shade tolerant.  This tree is used for timber, landscaping, and maple syrup production. 

White Oak Quercus alba:  Slow growing tree that reaches 45-80 feet tall.  Prefers full sun and well drained sandy loam to clay 
loam soils.  Great ornamental or forest tree that is valued for timber and wildlife. 

Pin Oak Quercus palustris: Fast growing reaching 60-70 feet in height.  It has bright red leaves in the fall.  It prefers moist soils.  
It is often known as a street tree. 

Red Oak Quercus rubra: This is a fast growing tree reaching 70-90 feet in height.  It is known as the “Champion Tree” 
because of its growth and shape.  It prefers moist soils and grows in the sun or partial shade. 

Canoe Birch Betula papyrifera: Fast growing tree reaching 50-70 feet in height.  Young trees have a bronze to 
brownish bark and mature trees have chalk white bark which can peel away.  Grows on moist soils and needs full sun 
to partial shade. 

Whitespire Birch Betula populifolia: Fast growing tree reaching 30-40 feet in height.  Prefers full sunlight and moist, 
well-drained soils but will adapt to a variety of soil conditions.  Is more heat tolerant than other Birches and its bark 
does not exfoliate.  Has a narrow pyramidal form with dark, glossy leaves which turn yellow in the fall. 

Chinese Chestnut Castanea mollissima: This is a fast growing tree reaching 40-60 feet in height.  It produces nuts in 
just a few years after planting.  It needs 2 trees for pollination.  It prefers drier soils but will do ok on most soils. 

American Mountain Ash-Sorbus americana: Is not in the Green Ash Family.  Smooth bark tree growing up to 30 feet 
tall.  Clusters of white flowers that bloom into brightly colored clusters of red berries in the summer time.  Berries 
are eatable and a favorite of many birds and mammals.  Prefers acidic soil with good drainage, full sun to light shade. 



OAKLAND CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
SPRING 2017 TREE SALE 

NO more bulk mailings Please provide your e-mail address 
 
 

SMALL TREES / SHRUBS 

Highbush Cranberry Viburnum trilobum: Grows 4-10 feet tall, prefers moist sites.  Flowering shrub that produces small white 
clusters of flowers followed by red fruit.  Excellent wildlife plant, fruit provides great winter food source for birds.  Can tolerate 
some shade. 

Red Osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera:  Grows 3-9 feet tall.  Older twigs have a red or purplish red color that lasts all year 
creating an attractive winter focal point.  This is a great plant for stream bank restoration and landscaping.  

Ninebark Physocarpus opulifolius:  Grows to 20 feet, prefers wet sites, but will grow on drier sites.  Fast growing plant is shade 
tolerant.  Has white flowers in May-June followed by blue fruit in September. 

Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis:  Small tree 12-25 feet high.  Flowers April-May before or with the leaves.  Fruit-legume, 
June-July persistent in winter.  Moderately shade tolerant, slow growing, grows well on many soils. Highly prized as an 
ornamental due to showy pink flowers in early spring. 

Downy Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea: Shrub or small tree up to 40 feet with a narrow crown, 4-12” in diameter.  Showy 
white flower in April-May with red to purple round berry in June-August.  Shade tolerant, slow growing, intolerant of moist 
soils. 

Common Lilac Syringa volgaris:   Generally between 8-12 feet tall but can reach up to 20 feet at maturity.  Flower are purple 
and bloom from late spring to early summer.  Does well in a wide range of soils but requires full sun. 

Forsythia - Lynwood Gold Forsythia x intermedia:   This shrub is fast growing and reaches 8-10 feet in height.  
Excellent border shrub with brilliant yellow flowers in early spring.  Likes full sun and will tolerate most soils. 

Butterfly Bush Buddleja: davidii: This is a fast growing shrub reaching 10-15 feet in height.  It is called the summer lilac due to 
its similar fragrant flowers that bloom all summer long.  It likes all soils and full sun. 

Nannyberry Viburnum lentago: This bush medium in growth rate and will reach 10 - 20 feet in height.  It has showy white 
flowers and fruit is edible and makes good jam.  Its fruit is great for wildlife.  It prefers mesic soils and can be in the sun or 
partial shade. 

Fragrant Sumac Rhus aromatic: This bush tends to umbel shaped and grows at a medium rate.  It reaches 8 -18 feet in height 
and width.  Great wildlife escape cover with aromatic leaves. The red drupes (fruit) is good wildlife food and makes good tea.  It 
prefers dry soils and full sun to partial shade.  It will make a good border planting. 

Magenta Crab Apple Malus pumila: This small tree will get 25 feet in height.  It is medium in growth rate and prefers mesic 
soils.  It will grow in full sun.  It has magenta flowers in the spring with red fruit and preferred by wildlife.  The leaves stay 
reddish for most of the summer. 

Nanking Cherry Prunus tomentosa: This shrub/small tree will get 10 feet in height.  It has shiny reddish bark with beautiful 
white blossoms in early spring.  Fruit are scarlet red, but should have 2 trees for good pollination.  It grows at a medium rate in 
various soils and full sun.  Great for borders or in a windbreak and excellent wildlife food source. 

GARDEN 

Mary Washington Asparagus Root- Perennial vegetable that grows 3-7 feet high.  Prefers full to partial sun and deep well-
drained soils.  Ready for harvest after two years and the graceful, feathery green foliage is still attractive after harvest. 

Bluecrop Blueberry- Delicious to eat and relative easy to grow.  It needs a soil with a ph between 4 and 5.  The soil 
needs to drain easily.  Need 2 plants for good pollination. 


